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How I Spent My Summer
September  2017
By: Emily Turner, Senior with a quadruple major in International Business,
Economics, Political Science and Asian Studies with a minor in Mandarin
Chinese.
This summer, I spent several weeks in Southeast Asia on a Global Learning
Experience with the Jon M. Huntsman School of Business. We traveled to
Vietnam, Thailand, China, and Hong Kong to meet with businesses,
government agencies, and international organizations. Our group included
Dean Anderson, Dr. Vijay Kannan, Dr. Zsolt Ugray, and 13 students in various
majors in the Huntsman School of Business.
The most important aspect of the Huntsman Global Learning Experiences
involves visits to businesses in finance, accounting, marketing, manufacturing,
and other fields. Two of my favorite visits on the trip were to the U.S. Embassy in Hanoi, Vietnam, and to the
American Chamber of Commerce in Bangkok, Thailand. In both visits, we were able to see the
interconnectivity of business and government on a global scale. It was fascinating to see the way that policy
decisions made by individual governments and international organizations impact different aspects of
business in every nation.
In the past couple of years, I have had the opportunity to learn Mandarin Chinese while living in Taiwan and
continuing study through Chinese courses at Utah State. I chose the Asia trip over the other trips offered by
the Huntsman School out of a desire to return to Asia and use my language skills in a business context.
During our business visits in mainland China, I had the unique experience to engage with business leaders in
their native language. I also loved the opportunities I had to start conversations with and translate for
restaurant owners, taxi drivers, and other people we met as we were out exploring on the street. Although
English is the language of business throughout the world, I understood the value of learning a widely-used
second language more clearly.
The trip was also an incredible adventure. We rode elephants in Chiang Mai, Thailand. We took buses, trains,
bikes, tuk-tuks, taxis, Ubers, subways, and planes. We got lost in street markets in every city we visited. We
used a rainy night to get in a hilarious session of karaoke. A group of us met up with a bunch of locals in a
park at 6:00 in the morning and they were happy to have us join in on their laughing yoga class. We watched
the sunrise at one of the most beautiful temples in Thailand. One of my favorite adventures was on our last
night in Hong Kong. Another student, Skylar Faidiga, and I just barely caught the last train of the night to
Victoria Peak. We saw the most incredible view of the city and we just felt lucky to be there. Especially when
traveling, you have to take some chances. You have to get out there with a map in a language you can’t read,
make friends, and find the coolest things you can see.
The trip gave the students the experience needed to raise our global vision. I built a global network and
engaged with business professionals in a wide array of fields. We saw incredible sights that I never imagined I
would be lucky enough to see in person. When it comes to understanding the way that business operates in
other countries, nothing short of experience will do. My experience in Asia this summer absolutely
transformed the way I think about my future.


Top Finish in National Real Estate Investing
Competition
September  2017
A team of Huntsman School students placed third in a national real estate competition, ahead of Harvard,
BYU, Wisconsin Madison, Pepperdine and others in the 2016 Real Confidence University Challenge. The
annual competition, comprised of 32 universities and colleges with over 190 students, gives hands-on learning
experience in public and private commercial real estate investing. The performance of each sector’s weighted
investment selection was calculated with its respective benchmark return data provided by NAREIT, NCREIF,
Markit and Giliberto-Levy Commercial Mortgage Performance Index.  Each university team is allocated $1
billion in theoretical capital among a variety of commercial real estate investment opportunities found within
the public and private equity and the public and private debt sectors.
Mentored by Dr. Ryan Whitby, Huntsman students Braden Thurston, Dakota Ferrin, Kameron Perkins, Mark
Allred and Charles Emery researched various real estate sectors including private equity, different debt
vehicles, and real estate investment trusts to select a portfolio mix, and then analyzed the impact of their
portfolio, including asset classes correlations and risk metrics. After managing their investment portfolio over a
12-month period, the USU team received a $2,500 cash prize for an impressive 12 percent fourth quarter
earnings, which ranked as the best in the public sector division. In addition, the team achieved overall third
place honors with a return of 18.31 percent over the course of the competition.
The team’s terrific performance had much to do with their efforts to acquire a broader understanding of the
impact of portfolio decisions beyond data. “Students not only analyzed the data but also examined the impact
of regulatory, political, and geo-political changes on real estate values,” commented Dr. Ryan Whitby,
Huntsman School Associate Professor and USU Real Estate Association Advisor. Their top ranking was even
more impressive because the study of real estate is new to USU.  “The real estate programs at USU are in
their infancy.  We’ve only had a minor for a little more than a year and just recently started a club last spring. 
Given the lack of classes and resources when the competition started, the students showed great initiative to
get involved and get themselves up to speed in the real estate markets.”
The USU Real Estate Association provides opportunities for career development, educational events,
mentorship, networking, and property tours in real estate for students at USU.

Leonard J. Arrington Centennial Conference, July 13, 2017
A Foray into Leonard J. Arrington’s Legacy
This summer, the Jon M. Huntsman School of Business was
honored to host the Leonard J. Arrington Centennial
Conference which was sponsored by Cache Valley Bank and
Siegfried—Jensen.
Dr. F. Ross Peterson, USU emeritus professor of history and
current adjunct professor in the Huntsman School, organized
the celebration of Dr. Arrington’s 100th birthday. The event
featured guest speakers from across the country who have
been deeply affected by Arrington’s work and his personal
example. Speakers included USU current and emeritus
faculty, colleagues from the LDS Church History Department
and BYU, family members and several others who were
taught or mentored by Arrington. Dr. Laurel Thatcher Ulrich
from Harvard University was the Keynote Speaker
Born in Twin falls, Idaho in 1917, Arrington graduated cum
laude from the University of Idaho where he studied
agricultural science during the depression.  He began his
graduate studies in Economics at the University of North Carolina, where he also married Grace Fort before
embarking on a troop transport ship bound for North Africa during World War II.  After war service there and in
Italy, he completed his graduate work at UNC and then accepted a position at Utah State Agricultural College
(now USU) in 1946. While a young economics professor, he developed a cadre of like-minded scholars who
began to conduct seminars in LDS (Mormon) and Western economic history.  He served as a Fulbright
Professor of American Economics at the University of Genoa in Italy in 1958. Upon returning to Utah, he wrote
numerous biographies on individuals who figured prominently in both the LDS Church and the development of
the Utah economy, including Brigham Young, Charles Redd, Charles C. Rich, David Eccles, and William Spry. 
From 1972 to 1982, Arrington was the first professional historian to serve as the official Church Historian of
The LDS Church, a decade which came to be known as “The Camelot Years” due to scholars’ open access to
the LDS Archives under Arrington’s direction. Also in 1972, Arrington became the Founding Director of the
Charles Redd Center for Western Studies at BYU, where he held the Charles Redd chair in Western History.
During his time at BYU, he taught, mentored, and encouraged hundreds of students before retiring from the
faculty in 1987 at age 70.  He is widely recognized as the “dean of Mormon History,” as a principal pioneer of
the “New Mormon History,” for his many biographies, and for his seminal work, Great Basin Kingdom,
published by Harvard University Press in 1958.  
Arrington donated his papers, journals, and other artifacts to USU in 1995, which are housed in the Special
Collections and Archives at the Merrill-Cazier Library.
View all sessions from the conference below.
Leonard J. Arrington Centennial Conference
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